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March 14, 1995
UM FOUNDATION RECEIVES $2.5 MILLION GIFT
FOR PHARMACY AND ALLIED HEALTH SCIENCES BUILDING
MISSOULA A $2.5 million gift from the private, Utah-based ALSAM Foundation, the largest contribution
in The University of M ontana’s history, will help UM’s most successful health professional programs
improve their building.
The gift is earmarked for new construction, which will allow the School of Pharmacy and Allied
Health Sciences to house under one roof the pharmacy and physical therapy programs.
"We appreciate very much this wonderful challenge to the University," said President George
Dennison. "Private support of this kind and magnitude makes a difference."
Larry Morlan, executive director of the UM Foundation, said, "To my knowledge, it is the
largest single gift ever given to any unit of the Montana University System."
The ALSAM Foundation’s gift is contingent on the University raising the rest of the funds
needed for the $10.4 million project.

Contributions from state, federal and private sources will

complete the funding, Morlan said.
The expansion will combine the school’s departments into one building with modem teaching
laboratories and better accommodations for student and faculty research.

Three campus buildings

currently house the school’s two major programs-pharmacy and physical therapy. Because of society’s
health care needs, these two programs continue to be in high demand.
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Applications for admission to the two programs increase each year, but the school has neither
the space nor the facilities to accommodate more students, said Dave S. Forbes, dean of the School of
Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences. The expansion project is desperately needed, Forbes said.
"Our existing facilities do not meet the teaching needs of modem health science programs, he
said.
Program graduates are heavily recruited in Montana and throughout the region, said Lori Morin,
assistant pharmacy dean.
In recent years, virtually all of the school’s graduates have found work in their fields, she said. "It
is particularly gratifying because many of the students remain in Montana.
The building expansion project includes plans for new classrooms, a 250-seat lecture hall,
science research labs, student teaching labs, a Drug Information Center and a Motor Control Lab, as
well as offices and conference rooms.
UM is the only Montana university and one of only a few in the Northwest that offer pharmacy
and physical therapy degrees. Equipment and lab renovations for these programs had been designated
a top priority of the UM Foundation’s $40 million Capital Campaign, which already has reached the
$30 million mark.
Morlan said he hopes that the ALSAM Foundation’s gift will inspire other individuals and
corporations to support the Capital Campaign.
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Contacts: Larry Morlan, 243-2593, Dave Forbes 243-4621.
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